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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-23 are pending in this application and are subject to election/restriction as 
discussed below. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-11, drawn to a method, comprising: storing, in at least one database 
within a portable first computing device, financial transaction data and budgetary data; 
evaluating said transaction data using said budgetary data to determine at least whether a 
transaction value exceeds a budgetary constraint; displaying, upon a display device, a message 
indicative of the results of said evaluation; and periodically synchronizing said at least one 
database of said portable computing device with at least one corresponding database within a 
second computing device, each of said first and second computing devices cooperating to track 
expenditures associated with at least one budgetary item, classified in class 705, subclass 35. 

II. Claims 12-16, drawn to a method for managing financial outlays of a plurality of 
transacting entities, each of said transacting entities having associated with it a respective 
computing device, each of said computing devices including a respective central processing unit, 
input device, display device and memory, each memory storing at least a transactions database 
including data relating to financial transactions and a budgetary database including data relating 
to budgetary constraints applicable to a plurality of transaction types, said method comprising: 
storing, in the transactions database associated with each transacting entity, respective 
transaction information provided via said respective input device; evaluating said respective 
transaction information using respective budgetary database information; and displaying, on said 
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respective computing device display, information pertaining to said evaluation; said computing 
devices being periodically synchronized such that a uniform transactions databases and 
budgetary databases are updated among said computing devices, said computing devices 
cooperating to track expenditures associated with at least one budgetary item, classified in class 
705, subclass 35. 

III. Claims 17-22, drawn to a system for managing financial information, comprising: 
a plurality of portable computing devices, each of said portable computing devices comprising a 
central processing unit, an input device and memory, each respective memory including at least a 
transactions database for storing data relating to financial transactions and a budgetary database 
for storing data relating to budgetary constraints applicable to a plurality of transaction types, 
wherein; one of said computing devices operates as a master device and further includes within 
its memory an accounts database for storing data relating to accessible financial accounts; at least 
two of said computing devices being periodically synchronized via a communications link there 
between such that their respective transactions and budgetary databases are updated to include 
data input via any one of the synchronized computing devices, classified in class 705, subclass 
35. 

IV. Claim 23, drawn to a financial management apparatus, comprising: at least one 
portable computing device for storing financial transaction data and budgetary data, and for 
receiving and evaluating new financial transaction data according to constraints defined using 
said budgetary data; and a docking station, for receiving said at least one portable computing 
device and synchronizing financial transaction data and budgetary data within said at least one 
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portable computing device to financial transaction data and budgetary data stored in a second 
computing device communicating with said docking station, classified in class 705, subclass 35. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
3. Inventions I and II are related as sub combinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The sub combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. It is evident from the steps of the two inventions that the inventions are 
different in scope and utility. A utility of invention I is storing data in at least one database 
within a portable first computing device and evaluating transaction data using budgetary data to 
determine at least whether a transaction value exceeds a budgetary constraint which is different 
from the utility of invention II, which is storing in a transactions database transaction 
information provided via said respective input device. Invention I can be used in situations that 
call for a portable computing device whereas Invention II is generally useful for stationery 
computing devices. See MPEP § 806.05(d). Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons 
given above and the search required for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper, even though they are classified in the same class 
and subclass. 

Inventions I and III are related as sub combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. It is evident from the steps of the two inventions that the inventions are 
different in scope and utility. A utility of invention I is storing data in at least one database 
within a portable first computing device and evaluating transaction data using budgetary data to 
determine at least whether a transaction value exceeds a budgetary constraint which is different 
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from the utility of invention III, which is having one of computing devices operating as a master 
device including within its memory an accounts database for storing data relating to accessible 
financial accounts. Invention I can work with a system that does not necessarily have a 
computing device operating as a master device including within its memory an accounts database 
for storing data relating to accessible financial accounts. Hence the utility of invention I is 
different from that of invention III. See MPEP § 806.05(d). Because these inventions are distinct 
for the reasons given above and the search required for Group I is not required for Group III, 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper, even though they are classified in the 
same class and subclass. 

Inventions I and IV are related as sub combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. It is evident from the steps of the two inventions that the inventions are 
different in scope and utility. A utility of invention I is storing data in at least one database 
within a portable first computing device and evaluating transaction data using budgetary data to 
determine at least whether a transaction value exceeds a budgetary constraint which is different 
from the utility of invention IV, which is using a docking station, for receiving at least one 
portable computing device. Invention I can work with an apparatus that does not necessarily 
have a docking station for receiving at least one portable computing device. Hence the utility of 
invention I is different from that of invention IV. See MPEP § 806.05(d). Because these 
inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required for Group I is not 
required for Group IV, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper, even though 
they are classified in the same class and subclass. 
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Similarly other pairing of inventions stated above are related as sub combinations 
disclosed as usable together in a single combination. These inventions are distinct from each 
other as can be evident from the definition of the groups described above. Also they require 
separate searches and hence restriction of these inventions for examination purposes as indicated 
is proper. 

4. Applicant is advised that reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dr. Narayanswamy Subramanian whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6751. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:30 AM to 
7:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached at (571) 272-6747. The fax number for Formal or 
Official faxes and Draft to the Patent Office is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PMR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PMR only. For more information about the PMR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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